
 
 
 

 Course Title English I 
Academic Year 2019-2020 

 
 

Teacher Name             Contact Information 
Ms. Cornell                aacornell@fsu.edu 
             *preferred method of communication 
 
Description of Course/ Units of Study  

Hello and welcome to a new school year! The purpose of this course is to provide English 
I students for college and career readiness by using texts of high complexity, integrated language 
arts study in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language. This year we will be covering a 
variety of fiction and nonfiction texts. Some texts will be in the form of novels, others might be a 
memoir, play, short story, poem, or a newspaper article. The reading will be done both at home 
and in school. We will also be doing a great deal of writing. We will create short stories, poems, 
and narratives. We will also complete at least one formal research paper using MLA format. 
These writings will not only help students become more effective writers, but help prepare them 
for college level writing and increase their communication skills. Some of the texts we will read 
(subject to change): 
 
• The Collections Textbook by HMH 
• Close Reader by HMH  
• Performance Assessment Booklet by HMH 
 
Class Materials  

This information contains the materials that will be used throughout the year in this 
course.  Students are expected to come to class prepared and ready to learn every day.  

 
• Binder and dividers  
• College rule paper  
• Flash Drive (may use for multiples classes; create a folder for English)  
• Post-it notes (optional, depending on student organizational preference) 
• Highlighters 
• Pens for notes and classwork (blue or black ink) 
• A spiral notebook and folder(s) to keep notes and handouts organized 
 
Google Classroom/ Remind 

Both Google Classroom and Remind will be used frequently as a part of our class work. 
It is important that you join both.  
 
    Google Classroom code: ________________ 
    Remind code: _________________________ 

mailto:aacornell@fsu.edu


 
 
 
Class Expectations  

FSUS students have a right to learn in a safe and respectful environment.  All students 
will be expected to adhere to attendance and behavior expectations in our FSUS Code of 
Conduct.  Please see our website for more information.  Specific rules for this class are as 
follows: 

● We show up on time and ready to learn  
● We treat others with respect so they know how to treat us 
● We work hard and do our best 
● We take risks and make mistakes 

 
 
Classroom Policies and Procedures 
Cell Phones  

Electronics can both enhance and distract learning. To be fully engaged in your education, 
you should be focused on class and the instruction that is taking place. Therefore, cell phones and all 
other personal technology (including earphones and headphones) must be put away during class 
unless otherwise instructed.  You must not photograph, audio, or video record adults or students at 
any time without their express consent. 

Grading  
Students are expected to work hard and apply themselves to the best of their ability. If you 

need help, ask immediately, not at the end of the grading period. 
Students can log in to FOCUS to stay up-to-date on their performance in my class. 

 
Grading Policy:  

Assessments Classwork 
Tests, Research Paper, Projects                40% Classwork, Homework                             20% 
Quizzes, Essays                                        30% Bell Quizzes, Bell Work, Participation    10%  

 
** Extra credit is not given. There may be opportunities for an additional, optional grade, but the 
assignment will be graded the same as all other assignments.  

 
Late Work 

The work I assign is designed to 1) give you opportunities to practice the knowledge and 
skills we are learning and 2) give me a better sense of your current proficiency in those areas so that 
I can adjust my instruction as needed. For these reasons, it is critical that you complete assignments 
on time. Any work not turned in within the first ten minutes of class (with the exception of excused 
absences) is considered late. Work turned in after the due date will receive 50% of the total score. 



 
 
 
Late work should be turned into the “Late Work” tray. Late research papers and projects will not be 
accepted. Please be attentive to due date announcements and any due date changes.  

 
Make-up Work 

Students who are not in school miss important learning, including academic assignments and 
assessments. Our school make-up policy is designed to support students to make up the learning they 
missed, including all missed assignments and assessments, so that they do not fall behind 
academically. 

As per the FSUS Student Code of Conduct, students are responsible for collecting missed 
assignments on the day they return to school. Students will have two (2) school days, not including 
the day of return, for each excused class day they are absent to make up missed learning and 
assignments. Previously assigned work is due the day of return.   

Work that is missing due to an unexcused absence is considered “late work.” 

Students that have received In-School Suspension, Out-of-School Suspension, or placed on 
Administrative Leave will be expected to work on assignments during the time of his/her absence.  
The student and family will work with FSUS Administration and faculty on a case-by-case basis to 
make sure that the student is receiving all classwork and assignments. Deadlines for completion will 
be given on a case by case basis. 

Written Work Policy 

• All work must be completed in blue or black ink or typed. 

• Work must be neat and legible. Work that is not legible will not be accepted. 

• An assignment without a heading will be placed in the no name box. If you are missing this 
heading more than once, points will be deducted. 

• Write the complete heading at the top right hand corner of all the work you turn in. This includes 
your name, class period, and the date. 

• Work that is typed must be in Times New Roman; 12-point font; and double-spaced. 

 

Academic Dishonesty 

 Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses. If you get an idea, image, etc. from another 
source, you must cite that source. (See School Plagiarism Policy attached.)  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Accommodations 

Your success in this class is important to me. If there are circumstances that may affect your 
performance in this class, please let me know as soon as possible so that we may work together to 
develop strategies for adapting assignments to meet both your needs and the requirements of the 
course.    
 
Tips for Success 
 

1. Be on time. 5. Complete your work in a timely manner. 
2. Be prepared- have all materials needed. 6. Check FOCUS weekly. 
3. Manage time wisely. 7. Ask for help when needed. 
4. Organize your work- use note taking 

strategies and a planner. 
8. Allow yourself to make mistakes and learn from 
them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Acknowledgement of Reading 9th Grade English I Policies Form  
 

The signatures below indicate that the English I Policies have been read and understood by 
both the student and parent. It is the student’s responsibility to adhere to all classroom policies and to 
the policies listed in the Student Code of Conduct. 

Please fill out and sign the form below. Once completed, please turn this page to Ms. Cornell 
no later than Friday, August 16. This counts as a homework assignment. 
 
 
_____________________________              _________________________________ 
Student’s Signature     Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature 
 
 
_____________________________              _________________________________ 
Student’s Name (Printed)    Parent’s/Guardian’s Name (Printed) 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Date 
 

 

 

  



 
 
 

Florida State University Schools Plagiarism Policy 

To be read, discussed, signed by parent and student, and returned to your English teacher. 

Florida State University Schools regards the issue of plagiarism very seriously. Plagiarism is, after 
all, a form of cheating, and cheating is considered a form of dishonesty which will not be tolerated. 

Plagiarism may be defined as: 

The use of another's words or ideas as one's own, whether found in printed material or in electronic 
media. This includes copying another’s homework, classwork, or other assignment. 

Appropriate use of sources include: 

● Direct quote-use of the author's words verbatim with quotation marks and correct 
documentation. 

● Paraphrase-use of the author's ideas in one's own words by changing sentence structure and 
using correct documentation. 

● Summary-use of the author's general ideas and correct documentation. 
● Multiple submission:  Submitting the same academic work (including oral presentations: 

such as PowerPoints, Prezi and other forms of visual media) for credit more than once is only 
acceptable with instructor permission.  

It is the teacher's responsibility to provide instruction concerning documentation procedures (i.e. 
references, bibliographies, APA/MLA formats, etc). Ultimately, however, academic honesty is the 
student's responsibility. If plagiarism is not discovered during the writing process, but appears in the 
final product, the same penalties will apply. 

Parent(s) of students found being dishonest will be notified immediately. The student's teacher shall 
meet with the administration to determine disciplinary action. Counseling and a parent conference 
may be warranted.  In addition, if the final copy of the assignment contains a pattern of plagiarism, it 
will be subject to a zero. I understand that if the final copy of the assignment receives a zero for 
plagiarism, it must be rewritten correctly. 

Student name (Printed)___________________________   

Student Signature _______________________________ Date: __________________ 

Parent Signature ________________________________ Date: __________________ 


